t & not often that one flis ot 5000 ft in the
skp in a & 500.-metre mplon pslope with a
LIPS cplinder spitting fire to heep it afloat
This & no crdinary snpekopemades of wsual
nplon, though It a 2 5-30 moetre Gl balleon, the
kowesr partion of which & made of bomex, the
anti-inflammables materia| uz=d 1 makes uits for
car racedrivers. & wic ker basket hangs from the
balke:nand people stand in it wnharnemed Fic-
turethis Vo ware fiping=tandingin thebasketwith
fireby=ing pumpsd rightover powr had. Imagi ne
this. Tou are fiping butthe halloon has no steer-
ing wheel. But no far It & not unmanned Thers
& a pikt Though the wind & reall the captain
here The balkons ta ke o ff point is de=finie bt
niot the Linding. ¥ou cowl land anpwhers. It all
dep=nd= an howe calm or fi=ndixh thewind i . The
flight begins with the inflation of the balkon by
moinrEsd fams, Once the snpeopes & fillad with
air, thepropansbuwrnems are moied to hattheair
in=ide. In about 30 minute= the ballon & readp
for flight. e n inflaticn, pau join powr pilat in
the beautiful hand crafted weicker basket. The
Juxurio s, cver-sived baskst ha plenty of reem
1o alkae sver pone to enjor the flight to the full-
=t Inflation uswallp commenc== até. 15 am with
th= majority of the balkons Lunched prior ©
700 am. The =ar lp bird catches theworm. So o ne
=ar lp Mo penboer o rning, with 2 heart iden with
calmawind hope, I drove thro ugh Goas verdant
Lindscape in darkness for mp first hot air balkeon
ride in thecountrps tinietstate Sta s were still
z=quinn=d in th==kp and th= morning
sun was still askeep T was foml-
ing Likethe roosier that, in
September 17035, vas
the wor s fist hot
air ballmon pas-

senge akng with a sheep and a dwck, whe had
then land=d =ad=lp in Paris. bapbe I would ©o.
Hope was luring mecn and as the car scrseched
i a halt insouth G oas Ao da villge. ITfownd an
uptwrn=dLEG cplinder spitting fire inbo the bal-
beon. A Large motor fan was whirring andwith it,
bF =var P passing minute, the s 500 metre inflat=d
higher li k=2 mightpgiant B pou wished, pou could
help with thebalkoon® inflaticn . felin ub= Lier, the
balk:an stocd up rightagai st theSahpadrimoun -
finrang= Th=grownd crew, dresed inblac k had
on to the tether 2= Co bonel Mukeh Yaday, owr
pilot, instructed us on hede o hop in, “Lett foot
first Then, right. Zit on the =dg= and then jump
in.The=landingcan b= triclky. Folkw mpexampl="
Eix pasmengers) stened ottt velp asthe rusttdue
balkion ros= abowe theground.

ne= inch higher.

Ancther inch. Th=n, another. Soon, the ballcon
was cruising at peary2 000 ft in the ks The
high=r the ballen went, the = maller the ground
ke kel The= bo g Blushea ti river that cuts thro ugh
M=ol and Chandor turned into a bluesliver, the
church becarme= 2 minture of dsef, Green, howe-
mpar refusad to fd= from the canvas. kb= and
ik o f oo oo et planatio s and mangroves, ey -
spersed with tur mavic pelie e ho imes i th sapp hire
Bl rocit, stretched b re s A= po wgenthp bmave
the Earth, powaream zed at howe light thebal kon
#==k. Duwring the flight pou have wnobstruced
360 -dmgr o= vimws, alkooni ng for breathtaking pho-
tgraphs  Thepilet =sxplored 2 varistpofa itudes
up to P00 fatin the air for 2 manselious cpeniee
of Goa, 1o just wnder 400 #m=t from the grownd
where pou were able o s=e the =ight and sounds
of theb=au tif ul stat= Br changingahitud= th=pikt
Eakoable i changsdirsction bpfindinga shiftin
wind ¢ urren=s atanc ther bvel. Iwas amazed at the
=X it=mentand < uriosip gmeraed by the pasage
ofourballoon. Oocasionally, cars o Lo, s cemr
the roads in the Sty to rendezwous with s after
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The balloon free flight flies like
an gircraft along with the wind
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Linding . Throughout cur flight, o wr ground crew
ako folkorsd 1. Thewind was kind and the bal-
Jboonwasz=iling =moothlp atnearkp A kmph Afier
n=ar fpdS minuies in the skp, Thad rasell=d 6 ks
awapirom the takeoffpoint. Mok, it was d=cznt
time= and Cedonel Eda booked for 2 sad= landing
point that wa nota pond ora gowdsd planta-
tion O next o someonss doorstep. Farawap, he
noticed a flatgresfi=ld and scon thegigantic bal-
Yoontried finding itz land beg CF Ratho re,of T iger
Balkron Safariz, was bmading the chas=ws=hic = W=
finalle found curspot The ome hed on to the
tethers =0 wedidnt woom avay again I recapped
oy kne=bentlinding trick and swithin ablinkthe
balkonlandsd Eatelponagra=y knoll, The wind
was kind and rop firsthot air balloon ride in Goa
was over. It had Lasted for a lit= cwer an howr, I
hopped o utondn the d=wpgrass and as pres=nied
with a certifiate signad bp o wr pilot, verifping I
had oo ropb=ied mp fligh t Weseers invied i amist
with thed=flation of the balloon and transportsd
toour orginal Lunchsie.

Butmp adventire in Goawas not over pet A

ALL ABOLT HOT AlR BALLOONS

The first hot air balloon passe ngers
wiare a sheap, a duck and a roostear.
In 1202, two Frenchrinen took part in
a hiot gir ba Uoon duel towin the heart
of a farous opera singar. They took to
the skiesabove Parieand shotat each

cthers’ ballooms.

DOuring the Civil'War, Abraham
Lincoln astablished the Balloon Corps
that had 7 balloons. 1t wasdisbandad

in 1243,

Carmeron Ballooning, basad in
Bristol, England, & the world's largast
rid ker of hot air ba looms.

The wicker basket is rade of willow
and cane. The largest bagket rmaker
& Sormersat'Willows in Somersat,

Engla nd.

e R

to 3000 ft. and can

seap lan=and amp hibicusveh ic b= ware wailing, the
towr arganied by a T1% hamed consortium, akong
with OEcuza T=Ewrs Pyt Ted Mo I weo uld hop
ini 2 smaplan=and b= a crocodile dundes=, 2= the
amp hibicuswehicl= ook mefr a rideon waterand
Lind Who sapsGea & onlp dbout beache=? This
“hap o hep off towr alongiGoasinknd water waps
uses jim chain of jetties and #rrp ramps, for bind
watchingand sco-io urk mtours 34 pasengers can
b ac oo mmedated for 2 30-minue trip.

Factfile: Frice for ballconing is Bs 100000 per
Person (rightnoe, theresis 2 20 per cont discownt
oifer) . Prom 22 Drec to Jud Tan, the prices acs
F= 12000 per person Couples can bookanexclu-
=i flight for Bx 50000, Insurance = part o f the
package. Pick up'drop from the hotel & =ntra
charges. Bioo kings canbe made ot wene hotaital-
koningingsa com and wwne goa 0w Emcom.
Goa Towrmm has partner=d with Tig=r Ballkon
tafirk forthebalkon flights, TeerBalkonSafar ks
& thehotair ballecon brand of Camping Betras of
Indizand amuHi-producibrand inademu et ur-
Em. hmdquartersd at M= Delhi. Qnecf the L rg-
==t heot air balkeoning compani= in India & haoe
bem=n auth crized bp CiGCA § Dirschorate Genera lof
Civil Apiation, to conduct hot air ballcning on
4 coumumerc ial basis, it has swcom=ful lp oo opleted
s Lhan fiee pears of comumerci al opearations with
moarethan 5000 satechi=d pasmengersiche hawecar-
ried bac k mameries for 2 lifetime
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